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In this talk, I want to explore: 
 
• The new research landscape 

 
• Are we up to the task? 
 
• Five reasons to be cheerful 

 
• Eight priorities for future work 

 
 

 
 
 



THE NEW RESEARCH LANDSCAPE 





“We argue that the time has come to move from a 
purely defensive stance…Social Sciences & Humanities 
have to look at “impact” in a different way – the term 
needs to be “re-loaded” with a renewed sense of 
responsibility and reflecting a different self-image of 
their role and position in society.”  
Thomas König, Helga Nowotny & Klaus Schuch 
 

Are we up to this task? 





“Never before in the history 
of humanity have so many 
written so much while 
having so little to say to so 
few” 









“The impact debate is now 
gangrenous in the UK”   
John Brewer 







SDGs: the lingua franca of 
interdisciplinary global 
challenges research 



Renewed confidence & 
creativity in our evidence, 
advocacy & alliance-building 



We can create our own 
economies of promise  



Possibilities of *some* new metrics & research data platforms 



ARE WE STRETCHING 
PEOPLE IN TOO 
MANY DIRECTIONS?  
ARE INCENTIVES 
MISALIGNED –  
ESP FOR ECRs? 

MORE RFORMS 
NEEDED TO:  
TRAINING; 
INCENTIVES 
CRITERIA FOR 
CAREER 
ADVANCEMENT  

8 PRIORITIES FOR HIGH-IMPACT  

SOCIAL SCIENCE 



1. Be critical, confident transdisciplinarians 
 
A multidisciplinary approach draws upon the strengths or 
expertise of different disciplines, and more effectively 
joins up their findings, but leaves disciplinary boundaries 
(and sometimes hierarchies) intact.   
 

An interdisciplinary approach involves the fuller 
integration of disciplines, to develop potentially novel 
ways of approaching research questions, recognising that 
there is a diversity of ways to understand and address 
particular problems. 
    

Transdisciplinary research not only integrates expertise 
from across academic disciplines, but also involves 
societal stakeholders in the design stage, and throughout 
the research process.  In transdisciplinary research, 
knowledge can come from beyond academic disciplines, 
and insights are often provided through other kinds of 
tacit knowledge – as held by local communities, 
businesses, social movements or practitioners. 

 



2. Keep it complex & embrace the messiness 



3. Get serious about ‘team social science’ 



4. Take the argument into the strongholds of STEM 



5. Seize opportunities & golden threads in innovation & 
industrial strategy (place, productivity etc) 



6. Invest in new spaces for collaboration & knowledge 
exchange 



7. Expand notions of social science leadership & the 
criteria we use for hiring, promotion & assessment 



8. Develop “next generation” metrics & assessment systems 
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