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International cooperation is crucial to 
address many Horizon 2020 objectives

1.Principle of general openness: the 
programme is the most open funding 
programme in the world 

2.Targeted actions to be implemented 
taking a strategic approach to 
international cooperation

OPEN TO THE WORLD







Participations of entities from ASSOCIATED COUNTRIES under SC6
Source: CORDA 7.11.2018

No participations yet from the Faroe Islands and Montenegro



Participations of entities from THIRD COUNTRIES under SC6
Source: CORDA 7.11.2018



CROSS-CUTTING ISSUES UNDER HORIZON 2020
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International Cooperation



Strategy for international cooperation [COM(2012) 497]: 
Enhancing and focusing international cooperation activities 

“Science diplomacy will use international cooperation in research and innovation 
as an instrument of soft power and a mechanism for improving 

relations with key countries and regions.”





See: The Royal Society, London. “New frontiers in science diplomacy. Navigating the
changing balance of power.” 15.1.2010.
Speech by Carlos Moedas. ‘The EU Approach to Science Diplomacy’.  European
Institute, Washington. 1.6.2015.

DIMENSIONS OF SCIENCE DIPLOMACY

• informing foreign policy objectives with 
scientific advice - science in diplomacy 

• facilitating international science 
cooperation - diplomacy for science

• using science cooperation to improve 
international relations between countries
- science for diplomacy



PRIORITIES OF THE JUNCKER COMMISSION
since 1 November 2014



“A stronger Union requires investing in all dimensions of foreign policy, 
from research and climate to infrastructure and mobility, from trade 

and sanctions to diplomacy and development.“

Adopted on 28 June 2016

“Echoing the Sustainable Development Goals, the EU will adopt a 
joined-up approach to its humanitarian, development, migration, trade, 

investment, infrastructure, education, health and research policies.”



TUNISIA

• 2011, Tunisian Revolution
• 2012, Privileged Partnership established
• 2016, Launch of EU-Tunisia Youth Partnership
• 2016, Association of Tunisia to Horizon 2020
• 2018, Association of Tunisia to Creative Europe

“We uphold the key role that research and innovation play in developing an understanding
of the root causes of migration and the inter-dependencies between different drivers for
migration including economic, political, social, demographic, conflict-related and
environmental drivers. “

Valletta Declaration on Strengthening Euro-Mediterranean Cooperation through Research and Innovation, 4 May 2017



IRAN

Vienna, 14 July 2015

• EU-Iran Working Group on Research, Technology and Innovation
o September 2016, Brussels
o July 2017, Tehran
o January 2019, Brussels

• “The EU and the Islamic Republic of Iran are committed to work together also in the 
area of science and technology diplomacy, whose potential in building bridges in an 
exceptionally challenging region, is largely untapped.”

Joint Statement on Research, Technology and Innovation. Tehran, April 2016

• Joint Statement of HRVP Mogherini and Foreign Minister Zarif in April 2016. The EU and 
Iran agree to launch a comprehensive migration dialogue. 



Number of refugees, 2017
Source: UNHCR

EU-Iran Conference on
Research on Migration and Forced Displacement: 

Addressing Challenges, Identifying Solutions 

University of Isfahan, Iran

27 November 2018



CANADA

CO-FUNDING MECHANISM WITH CANADA

SSHRC will fund the participation of 
Canadian partners under four 2019 calls

DT-MIGRATION-06-2019
MIGRATION-01-2019
MIGRATION-03-2019
MIGRATION-07-2019

Read
more
here

http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/news_room-salle_de_presse/latest_news-nouvelles_recentes/2018/horizon_2020-eng.aspx


Sustainable Development Goals and Migration 

17.18 By 2020, enhance capacity-building support to developing 
countries to increase significantly the availability of high-quality, 
timely and reliable data disaggregated by income, gender, age, race, 
ethnicity, migratory status, disability, geographic location and other 
characteristics relevant in national contexts

5.2 Eliminate all forms of violence against all women and girls in the 
public and private spheres, including trafficking and sexual and other 
types of exploitation

8.8 Protect labour rights and promote safe and secure working 
environments for all workers, including migrant workers, in particular 
women migrants, and those in precarious employment

10.7 Facilitate orderly, safe, regular and responsible migration and 
mobility, incl. via the implementation of planned and well-managed 
migration policies 10.c By 2030, reduce to >3% transaction costs of 
migrant remittances, eliminate remittance corridors with costs <5%

16.2 End abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all forms of violence 
and torture against children


